LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
The extended role of the new school doctor SIR,-With the movement of preschool preventive medicine towards primary care, the focus in community child health services is changing towards school age children. We believe that the school health service is an underutilised yet potentially powerful child health resource and put forward the following views for discussion.
Children's health in schools The emphasis in school health services should be moved away from primary care medicine for all schoolchildren towards the development of the science of (re)habilitation for those with special needs (including support for the psychosocially vulnerable). The In order for an appropriate correlation between prostaglandin plasma concentrations and airway obstruction, more objective parameters (lung function tests) need to be studied rather than the clinical assessment used in this study. Furthermore, airway obstruction such as described was probably associated with a marked degree of stress. Hypoxaemia may have been present as well. The possibility also exists that prostaglandins are released into the circulation in response to bronchoconstriction. Tachypnoea, bronchoconstriction, hypoxaemia, and stress are all variables that should be excluded as a possible cause for prostaglandin secretion. Thus it is still to be determined whether prostaglandins play a mechanistic role in airway obstruction or whether their increases are merely a morphological marker for some other aspects of the acute clinical. situation.
Treatment directed against byproducts of
